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Wetlands Guidance 
 

 
Wetland Setbacks 
Development within unincorporated La Plata County is required to identify any wetlands located within 
the development area (LUC 70-8.V), and apply a 50 foot setback from the edge of the wetlands to any 
proposed development (LUC 70-6.I.B).  
 
La Plata County defines a wetland as, “Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or 
groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under natural circumstances do 
support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.  Wetlands 
generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.  This definition shall include ox bow lakes 
and ponds and shall apply to all natural and man-made lakes and ponds that are mapped on current 
USGS maps. Wetland areas do not include artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland 
areas, including: flood-irrigated agricultural and ranch lands and ranch ponds; irrigation and drainage 
ditches; grass-lined swales; canals; detention facilities; landscape amenities; and areas in which there 
are wastewater treatment systems, including treatment ponds and lagoons designed to meet the 
requirements of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1341), treated water distribution and storage facilities 
or treated water that otherwise meet the criteria in this definition. However, wetlands may include 
those artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland areas created for the purpose of 
mitigating loss of wetlands, if permitted by the county.” (LUC Sec. 62-1)  
 
Wetland Delineation 
Determining and demarcating the edge of a wetland is called a wetland delineation. For the County land 
use process, a simple wetland delineation is needed to show the edge of a wetland and a 50 foot 
setback on a Plat or site plan. Many environmental consulting firms in the area employ wetland scientist 
that are capable of delineating wetlands.  
 
The county land use application does not require a Delineation/Aquatic Resources Report to accompany 
the delineation if the wetlands will not be impacted. Instead the wetland consultant may provide a short 
memo (approx. 1-2 pages) identifying the methods used (i.e. 1987 USACE Manual) to delineate the 
wetland boundary, the individual(s) conducting the delineation and their qualifications, a map to scale 
showing the delineation, and date that site visit(s) occurred.  
 
If no wetlands are present, a short memo (approx. 1 page) may be provided by the wetland consultant 
detailing the site conditions that have been used to determine that wetlands are not present, the 
individual(s) conducting the delineation and their qualifications, and date of the site visit(s).  
 
The US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) will be provided an agency referral during the land use 
application process, and will provide comments on the delineation if necessary.  
 
Wetland Avoidance  
If the proposed development will not impact the wetland and will not infringe upon the 50 foot setback, 
then no permitting with USACE is needed and compliance with the La Plata County Code will be met.  
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Impacted Wetlands 
If a development proposes to impact a wetland(s), the applicant should contact USACE to determine if a 
permit is required under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Projects that cause the discharge of 
dredged or fill material into a waters of the United States, including wetlands, require a permit from the 
USACE under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, unless the activity is exempt from permitting.  The 
term fill material means material placed in waters of the United States where the material has the effect 
of replacing any portion of a water of the United States with dry land; or changing the bottom elevation 
of any portion of a water of the United States.  Examples of such fill material include, but are not limited 
to: rock, sand, soil, clay, plastics, construction debris, wood chips, overburden from mining or other 
excavation activities, and materials used to create any structure or infrastructure in waters of the United 
States (33 CFR 323.2).  Development that requires a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
and adversely affect wetlands by filling, flooding, excavation, or drainage may require mitigation from 
the USACE to compensate for the loss of that aquatic resource.  For more information regarding the 
USACE permitting process within La Plata County, please contact the Durango Regulatory Office as 
provided below.  
 
US Army Corps of Engineers  
Sacramento District 
Durango Regulatory Office 
Kara Hellige, Senior Project Manager 
1970 E Third Ave, Suite 109 
Durango, CO  81301 
(970) 259-1604; Ext. 1007 
Kara.A.Hellige@usace.army.mil  
 
Additionally, any questions regarding the delineation needed for the County Land Use Permit may be 
directed to the Planning Department at the contact information provided below.  
 
La Plata County Planning Department  
(970) 382-6263 x3 
211 Rock Point Drive 
Durango, CO 81301  
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